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Iran, which alvearly has the targast and hest-ecprripped armed force in the Persian
Guli ares, is engaged inoa massive miilitary, rJevélopmen! orogramr, Major nerrs
acauisitinis of tanks, aitcraft, and ships will be marts within tH;,:: nayt fap yeurs T;w
Shah is detortmined o acequire the mo. sophisticatet! military bardyare ax;ailaﬁ}e as;
gecurity aqaingt what he seas as reiong! and intornationg! threats 1o Iran, The arri‘vaf
ol so much emqigmant is cerigin 1o $2rain the capacity of the lranian ;}rm'gr’ f,;fppg 'r)
absorl it « o

~ Ground fored additions will inchide reacly 800 British-brilt Chieltain tanks
the mast advancer combat tink yet developed. For the air foree. Tohran intends ?r,?
purchase several snuadrons of new F-14 interceptor gitcraft from the 1S These
planes il be entaring service with the franians about thes sarme time they Enrrm;r;
oparationat with the U5 navy, Iran alsn by pects to contrant for the F-15 airm)m:;-;ri!:»rj
ity fightar, which has only recently besn assiqned to an operational unit in th; US
Maw adeitions to lran’s nibvy will b sir French-biilt missila-arrnad patrol b’batg and
two destrayers on order from the US. Tehran is alsg considering buying a cruiser
designed to carry V/STOL aireralt sad halico ters, | o

iran is also improving and expanding 1t ' } ai it Srgi

g and expanding 1ts naval ane :
Gt Thass impiovaigiiig ors dasighed togsfrenqth;njtri'i; ?gu;ntcrijmr;iﬁ::yt?g gfr;?;?
shipping through the gulf. The construction of a huge naval base near the qu!f’é

entrance is a symbnl of the Shah's determination to carry o ees 3
trance s 5 dete carry cut what he sees as
Tehran's responsibility to be the guardian of this oil-rizh region.
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The Shah's Motives

Thz Shah, who views himselt a5 a successor
to Cyris and Darits ard Has a predilection for the
grandiose, is bant on restoring Iran to a position
nf greatnass in the worldl, The self-confidence
gained from domastic suncasses and ran's pre-
eminarce in the Persian Gulf have encourager
him to saeb a hroader role for himself and his
country. The military is the ke to his plans, He
saabs {o deavalop fran's armed forces in order to
gain interndtionad respect, to provide 4 boost to
bran’s natinnal pride, and Yo garner satisfaction
frar his nwn agn.

Tehran's current defense policy is governer)
haoth by the Shah's determination tn safeguard
the oil industey that fuels tran‘s econamic hoom
and his concern for the integrity of Iran’s borders,
The Shah is notoriousty a “‘worst case’ planner,
Particularly worried about the proximity of im-
poitaint peliotsuin assets to ths lvagi border, he
belisves that overwhelming military superiority is
the only way for Iran to discourage tragi adven-
turismi. Beycnd that, the Shah harbors an inbred
distrust of his most powerful neighbor, the

Special Raport
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1558 —a distrust rainforcad by lran's oxperiance
erith Soviet occupation during World War 11 and
the subsentent attempt by the Soviet Union o
anney parts of northarn tran,

Internationally, the Shah fears the expansion
of Soviet influence in the Indian Ocean and in the
Parsian Gulf. [ran's apprehensions about the in-
tentinns of its northern Heighbor bave heen in-
creased by hdavy Saviai miilitary essistance to irag
as well as by Soviet influsnce in South Yernen
and the assistance channalzd o Arablan dissidents
thrnugh South Yemen. He views with anger and
apprehansion  Baghrad's sponsorship  of  leftist
subvarsive groups operating on the Arahian Penin-
sula, the mnst notable keing the Popular Front
for the Likeration of Oman and the Arahian Gulf.
The Shah szas any victory of Arab leftists ovar
conservative regimes on the peninsula as a threat
to tranian interests. He is convinced that lran has
to rely on its own military strength to piotect its
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Whether the Shah Tully believ | the fears he
rapeatedly expresses is unclear but, hy empbha-
sizing the threats, ke provides iustification for
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The Agha Jori oil field

larga purchases of arms. e is convinced that
Iran's hooming economy, strilingly improverd by
avents of the past hatf year, can sustain a guns-
and-butter approach. The country’s growing eco-
nomic strength is due primarily to the tripling of
oll prices announced by the Organization of Oil
Exporting Countries in December, This supzots
the Shah's tendency toward ostentatinus risplay,
as his pocketbook can now support his appetite.

Ground Forces: Belter Equipment

Last year, Iran acceptad the first installment
of almost 80 Chieftain medium battle tanks pur-
chased from the UK twn ynars ago. The Chief-
tains, armed with a vary accurate 120-mm, gun,
give tranian armored units a distinct advantage at
long range over Iraq’s Soviet-made T-62 tanks, the
most advanced Soviet tank now in use, fran has
also ordered 250 Britisls-mare Scorpion fight
tanks.

In addition to the new tanks, lran is plan-
ning to modify its large inventciy of US-built

Spacial Report
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M-60 and $-47 tanbs. A planned tank-retitting
facility, trs he built near Isfahan with West Ger.
mart assistance, will bha usad tn onuip thase tanks
withi maora powerful main gquns and  zith dinsal
anyines;,

Iran’s air defanse missile systens which b
consisted primarily of British Tigercat lovydevel
missilas, was improved fast summer by the addi-
tion of tya batterios nf Britishonils Plapioc inis-
siles, Early this year, Tran contracted for 1,400
mnora of thase missiles, as welt as for 34 az50eciatard
radars. fran has sorme 1,300 1S-buailt Hasb niis-
silas o arelar,

Air Force: Mare Suparsanic Aircraft
Iran's air farce, which has some 180 FA and
F-5 fighter-hombars, is building up its flast of
supersonic aircraft. A total of 280 more F.AE and
F-5E fighters has haen ardaraed from the LS, and
these planns are in the process of beireg deliyered,

Tehran has also raelseaed 30 1S F-14 fighter
intercaptors when they hacome gyailable. In addi.
tion, it is intarasted in obtaining the F-15 fighter
al a later date, The F-14 5 helioved to be mora

Chieftait hattle tank
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manauverabla  than the mnost advanced Snyiet
fighter and woull be a formidable addition to the
Iranian air force,

The air force is er panding and improving its
airfialds. 1t is alsn constructing a naw fighter base
at Chah Bahar on the Gult of Dmas This fiald,
Along with sxpansinon af other air £ fa0ititiag
near the Persian Gulf, will give frarign auciaft a
better capability 1o strike targets in Iraa, the
Arabian Peninsula, and Afghanistan,

The Navy: Small But Powerful

The navy is Iran's smallast setvice, hut it is
the mnst powerful in the Porsian Gulf, and the
Iranians have plans to expand it significantly dur-
ing the next five years to profect lranian ojl
tankers headed for the Indian Oreean and the Rad
Sea. Few ships ordered include six French-buill
t.a Combatante 1§ missile patrol hoats. Delivary of
twe British and two West German logistic ships,

Special Report

which were grdered in 1972, is expectad later this
year. lran is considaring the purchase of a British
cruiser designad to carry V/STOL aircraft and
helicopters,

Iran has one 2,300-ton British-built de-
stroyer, which carries surface-to-siurface missiles,
smiallar US-buill  guided-missile  de-
stroyers. Two Spruance-class destroyers are on
arder from tha 1S, Tha Jranians have four fast
frigates armed with surface-to-air missiles and a
numher of corvettas, minasweepers, patrol boats
and smal'er vassals.

and  twno

fran’s navy is well equipped to conduct am-
phibious operations. It already has the world's
largest squadron of hovercraft troop carriers,
Eight of the ten hovercraft can carry 30 armed
troops, and the remaining two can each rarry
170. Four other large missile-armed hovercrat,
which will be able to reach speeds of 60 miles per
hour and carry 140 men, are on order. The
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Defense Ministry plans to create 4 regular marine
corps, consisting primarily of rornimandos trained
by the navy. The corps wili t:e bazad at Bushehr
in the northern gulf area.

Tehran is also improving ar< entarging port
facilities along the Persian Giilf and the Gulf of
Oman. Bandar Abbas, a naval base at the entrance
to the gulf that serves a5 the headquarters of the
Persian Gulf Fleet, Is being greatly expanded,

Dominating the Gulf

Iran’s oil revenuss enible it to buy the test
weapons available as well a5 1o place orders for
weapons still under devatopment. The Shah is also
taking steps to deveiop lhe country's domestic
armaments industry.

Greater emphasis an fraining is stowly but
steadily increasing the proficiency of lranian ser-

Spacial Report -7-

Iranian frigate Saam

vicemen. Exposure to hostile fire along the !ragi
border and the success in seizing several small
islands in the gulf have boosted ke military’s
self-confidence and pride.

The rapid acquisition of so much advanced
eguipment, however, has strelched Iran’s tech-
nical expertise very thin. To help overcome this
problem, Iran is bringing me re US and West Euro-
pean advisers into the country as well as im-
proving its training procedures,

The Shah can be expected lo use his armed
forcas to protect what he sees as Iran's national
interestz in the Persian Gulf, including the safe
passage in the gu!f for oil tankers and other mer-
chant vessels using the ports of friendly Persian
Gulf states.

Further, the Shah has made clear his beliet
that the security and viability of conservative
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regimes on the Arabian Peninsula are closely tied
with lranian security. For the first time in two
cerituries, Iranian troops are taking part in com-
bat cutside their awn couritry. The Shah is al-
ready providing helicopters and a 1,400-man spe-
cial forces contingeri to the Sultan of Oman in
his struggle against radical-supported Cheofari

gueniltas; Tehran has offeisd additional assist-
artce, The Shah has rapeatadly stated that hs
wnld respond favorably te o reduest for similar
wssistarice from any Arab contey in the gutf that
finds itselt thregtened by an nsurgent rrigvarment,
He Has alsy impliad that He rhight respand to such
a threat even without an invidation, (SF2RET MO
FOREIGH DISSEM)
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